INTRODUCTION
1992 was a golden year for indigenous knowledge.1 For most practical purposes, the subject of indigenous knowledge was effectively inducted into the corpus of international environmental law via the Rio package of international environmental law instruments.2 Coupled with preceding developments in other regimes, Rio provided a framework for the charting, continued elaboration, and embedding of indigenous knowledge onto the normative platform of international environmental law. This contribution will explore the extent to which indigenous knowledge has been advanced as a result of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit and the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), with specific interest in relevant developments around coastal, ocean and marine environmental law in general as the international community returned to Rio in 2012 (Rio+20),3 twenty years after the first Rio Earth Summit.4 4. More formally known as the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3-14 June 1992. WSSD is also known as"Rio+10" because it was convened to mark a decade of the commitments made under the first Rio Earth Summit in 1992. For the outcome of Rio+10, Discourse on indigenous knowledge is also one of resource control, equity, access, and broader knowledge governance; even in the ocean and coastal contexts. Consequently, the present task is undertaken on the basis of the binary interface between indigenous knowledge and intellectual property and, in regard to the inherent regime overlap, the intersecting and multi-jurisdictional issue linkages implicated in the concept of indigenous knowledge. It affords opportunity to reflect on the state of progress and challenges that straddle law and policy around coastal and ocean governance and marine environmental initiatives as they implicate indigenous knowledge and other embedded regimes. It also offers a chance for modest speculation in regard to future directions and in response to global systemic change and particular, albeit unfolding, challenges going forward.
THE RIO INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL INSTRUMENTS AND INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE
The first Rio Earth Summit resulted in two legally binding instruments and three soft law documents. The latter are: i) The Rio Declaration on the Environment and Development (Rio Declaration),5 which is a broad statement of fundamental principles for negotiating the interface between environment and development, ii) Agenda 21,6 which is a strategic policy roadmap for global environmental sustainability for the 21st century, and iii) The Forest Principles,7 which is a specialized statement of principles that undergirds a sustainable approach to forest management. Taken together, the aforementioned instruments provide a broad platform of principles that would enrich specific legal and diverse environmental regulatory regimes both for the future and in regard to the implementation of pre-existing laws and policies on the environment.
